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IN THE UNH KH STATES PATEN I AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

111 re the Application of: KASHTWAHI, et i\l 

Group Art Unit; 2189 

Serial No.: 09/512,884 

Examiner: HUYNH, Kim T. 

Filed: February 25, 2000 

P;i\0, Confirmation No,: 7754 
For; ELECTRONIC APP,\RATUS AND INPUT DEVICE 

PROPOSED EXAMINER INT ERVIEW 

April 16, 2004 

Dear Examiner Kim: 

The applicant in the above referenced case desires that an Examiner Interview take place. 
The topics for discussion would include the following: 

1 . The primary reference Clancy et al does not disclose or suggest that the input device can 
be removed from the space, Clancy et al. simply indicates that the input device may pop up from 
the space and not removed as required by indspendent claims 1 and 7-9. Specifically, independent 
claims I and 7-9 patentably distinguish over the prior art relied upon by reciting, as exemplified by 
claim 1, 

*'An electronic apparatus to which an input device is connected, comprising: 
a main unit; a display unit rotatably attached to the main unit; and a retaining 
mechanism retaining at least one po:r:ion of the input device into a space which is 
formed by between the display unit and the main unit when the input device is not 
used, wherein the input device is rem.:)vable from the space ." (Emphasis Added) 

Therefore, the applicant must traverse the Examiner's grounds of rejection and request 
reconsideration. 
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U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 0.9/512,8!J4 
AiTiendment dated April 16, 2U04 
Reply to OA of September 8, 2003 

2. In th e alternative if the Examiner does not agree that the prior art of record does not 
disclose Ih ^he input device is removable from the space men the applicant wishes to discuss 
another amendment as provided below. In ttis possible amendment the input device is completelY 
detachable from the main unit which is also not disclosed by Clancy et al Consideration of tliis 
amendment is respectfully requested. 

3, If the proposed amendment docs not place the application in condition for allowance then 
any iimendment to the claims the Examiner might suggest is welcomed. 

We would suggest that the Examiner interview take place at , I QAM on Tuesday April 20 or 
any day thereafter. "Please call me at (202) 6.59-2930 to arrange the interview 

Best Regards 
George N. Stevens 
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U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/512,884 
Amendment dated April 16, 2004 
Reply to OA of September 8, 2003 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended); An electronic apparatus to which an input device 
is connected, comprising: 
a main unit, 

a display unit rolalably attached to tlie main unit; and 

a retaining mechanism retaining at least one portion of the input device into a space which 
is formed by between the display unit and the main unit when the input device is not used; 
whe r ein th e input d e vice is rcmovaMc fr om th e & p ^ct ^ 
wherein llie innut de vice is completely detachable from the main miit. 

Claim 2 (original): The electronic apparatus as claimed in clainil, wherein the letaining 
mechanism comprises at least one supporting member. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The electronic apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the retaining mechanism further comprises a supporting member is mounted so as to be storable in 
the main unit when the input device is not being stored. 

Claim 4 (original): The electronic apparatus as claimed in claim I, wherein the retaining 
mechanism comprises an engaging mcruber i^ngaglng tlie main unit and the input device. 
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U,S, Patent Application Serial No. 09/S12,&84 
Axnendment dated April 16, 2004 
Reply to OA of September 8, 2003 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The electronic apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the retaining mechanism further comprises an engaging member is moamted so as to be storable in 
the muin unit when the input device is not being stored. 

Claim 6 (original): The electronic s.i>paratus as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising; 
at least one detector detecting each of a storage and a removal operation of Hie input device; 

and 

control means conlrolling a predeterrained operation of the electronic apparatus according 
to a signal of the detector. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): /m input device detachably connected to an electric 
apparatus having a display unit rotatably atta<:]ied to amain unit, the input device comprising: at least 
one engaging member engaging the main unit so that at least one portion of the input device is 
retained into a space which is tbrmcd between the display unit and the main unit , whe r ein t h& input 
dcviec is removable fr o m the space^ . 

wherein the input device is cQmpietj ii iy, detachable fr om the main unit. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): An electronic apparatus, comprising: 
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U.S. Patenl Application Serial No. 09/512,8«4 
Amendment dated April 16, 2004 
Reply to OA of September 8, 2003 

a main unit; 

a k&yboai-d detachable from the maiii unit; 

a display unit rotatably attached to thij main unit, and 

a suppoiting member rotatably mounted 10 Uie main unit to hold the keyboard against the 
main unit when the supporting member is lowered from the main unit the keyboard is mounted on 
the supporting member, wherein when the keyboard is mounted on the supporting member and the 
display unit is rotated down, the keyboard is disposed in a space between the display unit and the 
main uni t, wherein the input ^: i cvicc is tciuu^ ^ abl c fr o m tlic s pac c.^ 

wherein the keyboard is complelelv detachable from the main unit . 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A main unit used for an electronic apparatus lo which an 
input device is connected, the electronic apparatus having a display unit rotatably attached to the 
main unit, 

tlic main unit comprising a support member, 

wherein the support member projecti! from a front surface of the main unit into a space 
fornied between the display unit and the mailn unit, so that at least one portion of the input device 
is retained into the space when the input device is not used, and 
wh ere in t h c- input device is r cmovabl t ; f r om the s p aec 
wherein the input device is completely detachable from the main unit . 
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